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Abstract: This will be an expository talk accessible to undergraduate students. The
only prerequisites are some familiarity with calculus and basic linear (or matrix)
algebra. We will begin by introducing the notion of matroids. The basic examples
of matroids come from two sources: matrices and graphs. Inthe last two decades,
there has been an explosion of research activity on the theory of matroids. We will
look at one example of this: namely the proof of Mason's conjecture, which was
open for about five decades.
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